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I. Fonrrox Poxrrrcs. 
Tue Burdwan Sanfivani [Burdwan] of the 21st Februa 
England had to paya portion of the cost of the 


Tent ot ee el Mission, the members of the present British 
Cabinet would have found the tenure of their office precarious. But they can 
with 8 place as much burden on the shoulders of India as they like. 
We do not know what interest of this country has been served by the Tibet 
Mission. Had England no interest at allin the affair? Will not English-made 
articles find a market in Tibet? If so, should not England pay a portion of 
the cost of the Tibet Mission ? 85 

2. The Sri Sri fee E eee — 44 Patria [Calcutta] of the 
ae nd February says that while in India Lord 

The coms of the tibet Aterion, = Oarson was nt A of Western morality, in the 
House of Commons Mr. Brodrick was, in reply to a question put by Mr. Bryce 
about the cost of the Tibet Mission, showing how depraved that morality was 
by saying that the Tibet Mission was undertaken for the good of India alone. 
Can Mr. Brodrick say in the name of Jesus Christ that England will derive no 
benefit from the Mission ? 

3. The Jyoti [Chittagong . the ve February writes as follows:— 
| 2 n re to a question in the House of 

The cot of the Tibet Mission. Commons Afr. Brodrick said that the Tibet Mission 
was undertaken for the good of India alone and that India alone should there- 
fore bear its cost. A study of the Tibet Blne Book, however, shows that 
the Mission was undertaken in the interests of the Empire. It is of course 
open to the lords of our destinies to take different views of one and the 
same matter at different times in order to suit their purpose. But it certainly 


ry | says that if BURDWAN Saxsivant 


Feb. Aet, 1906 


Sri Sai VN U 
Priva-0-ANANDA 
BaZaB ParRIEA, 


Feb. 22nd, 1906. 


JYOTI, 
Feb, 23rd, 1905. 


does not become them to express themselves in this way in matters concerning 


India. Let them say, We desire that India should pay the cost and she must 
pay it,“ because India has not the power to prevent them from wasting her 
money. = 
4. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 23rd February has the following :— 
The charges for the Tibet Expedition are 
estimated to mount up toa crore and twenty lakhs 
of rupees, Mr. Brodrick has stated that India is to pay the whole of this sum. 
Certainly. But Mr. Brodrick does not appear to have ever yet stated clearly 
for what earthly benefit to India the expedition was originally undertaken. 
In one of his despatches to the Government of India, dated the 5th August last, 
the Secretary of State has insisted that in the treatment of Indian frontier 
questions it behoves the Indian Government to act not simply with an eye 
to India’s convenience but to carry out the policy indicated the authori- 
ties in England. There is no doubt that this is excellent advice, But the 
question now arises that if English interests are involved in Indian frontier 
questions (which alone can justify the English Government in assuming the 
final control of such matters), is it not the duty of England to pay a share 
of the expenses incurred in dealing with such’ matters? You go on indulg- 
ing in your whims to your heart’s content and make us continue furnishing 
you with the expenses, till we are bled to death. You are the stronger party, 
we are the weaker—therefore go on sucking us as long as it is possible. But 


The cost of the Tibet Mission. 


SANJIVANI, 
Feb. 23rd, 1905, 


when we shall have been drained to the last drop, when we shall become 


utterly incapable of making any further contributions, then will come the time 
When you yourselves will have to regret this forward policy. 
5. Referring to the cost of the Tibet Mission which Mr. Brodrick said 
Th „* would be charged to India, the Bharat Mitra 
et of the Tibet Mison. [Calcutta] of the 25th February says:— 


Of course ! The cat kills rats not for its own benefit but for the relief of 


the pigeons. 


6. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [ Caleutta] of the 
| 22nd February says that the Amir of Afghanistan 
appears to be too clever for the English and shows 
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a tendency not to remain satisfied with the position which the British Govern- 


ment assigns to him. At present he has asked for a seaport for Afghanistan and 
the ri 44 connect it with Kabul vid Kandahar by railroad, in ex for 
the subsidy which he receives from the Government of India. It is, for these 
reasons, feared that the Kabal Mission will fail in the attainment of its object. 
Poor India alone will be the loser by many thousands of rupees, and that for 
nothing. . 


7. Referring to the rumour in connection with Mr. Dane's Kabul Mission 
5 that the Amir has asked the British Government for 
) a a strip of territory which will permit of .a: con- 
nection being established between Afghanistan and the sea, the Sandhya 
[Calcutta] of the 28rd February writes :— apes | ery 
There are certain signs favouring the realisation of the. | 
A report is current in Peshawar, that a Russian envoy has arrived at Balkh from 
Bokhara, and is waiting there for permission to visit the Amir. The presence 
of the British Mission at Kabul has caused great dissatisfaction among the 
Russians. Reinforcements of Russian troops are daily arriving on the ‘river- 
bank and are waiting at the ferry.ghat, no permission having yet been given to 
them to cross over. The positions occupied by the soldiers are bei 
laid in. Letters are arriving from Russia at Ka 
and such letters are being dealt with by the Amir personally. Great secrecy is 
being observed in connection with this matter. These reports, if true, are 
certainly alarming. Russia might acknowledge defeat at the hands of Japan 
and then turn to try conclusions with England. Such being the circumstances, 
it is certain therefore that the English will have to make every effort to keep 
the Amir in good humour by conceding all his demands. Who ever dreamed 
that a kingdom like Afghanistan would ever think of such a thing as-railways 
and ports? But time makes impossible things possible. 


8. The Roenama-i-Mukaddas Hablul Mateen [Calcutta] of the 27th February 

ae es does not believe the rumours that a Russian 

Er red Russian Mission to Mission is awaiting at Bokhara the permission uf 

the Amir to enter Kabul and that the arrival 

of the British Mission there has disappointed it; and that the Russians ‘ate 

gradually concentrating their forces on the Afghan frontier with supply ‘of 
rations and are only awaiting the Imperial orders to cross the river. 


9. The Soltan [Calcutta] of the 24th Feb comments unfavourably . 
on a recent alleged action of the British Governor 
33 of the island of Cyprus. This island is held by 
the British under a lease from the Sultan of Turkey, to whom a sum of 
£92,000 is payable out of its revenues annually, But the Sultan has not 
hitherto actually received any portion of this sum, as it has been 30 long 
deducted by the English and French Governments on account of the Tarkish 
Government loan of 1855. Now repayment of this loan has been ‘nearly 
completed, and the time is therefore soon approaching when this sum will at last 
find its way year after year into the names gyration But it is alleged that 
the newly appointed British Governor of Cyprus recently publicly expressed 
the opinion that the Cyprus revenues greatly suffered on account of this pay- 
ment which had to be made to the Sultan. It is remarked that this speech 
affords an indication of a desire on the part of the authorities to stop the 
payment to the Sultan altogether. It is a move on the political e 
not at all creditable to the British Government. It might lead to a serious 
difference of opinion between the two Governments concerned. 


10. The Hitavarta * of the 26th February says: 
. Ot the many Asiatic kingdoms that are slowly 
ihe Asiatic hations * mores 8 on the path of progress, Afghanis- 
* The Amir is making efforts, by recalling all the Chiefs who were banished 
2 the country, to become an Emperor. is trying to give education to 
people. „Japan, the rising sun of Asia, has roused may un 
Asinsio tace from its sleep. It is India alone which is looking on, 


Cyprus. 
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II. Hou Apsnitsreatron. 


Bee (a) —Polies. 
11. Writing on tho subject of police reform, 
| Pulls vein. ing av 
The police should be divided in sono a gil 
(1) The guard police, who, with the help ef chaukidare, , sho keep 
watch and ward in villages and bring suspected characters before 
President N ba GORE 2 * t ion: 
(2) The investigating. police, consisting of Sub-Inspectors, who ‘should 
investigate cases with the help of zaminders. . 
(3) The Inspectors and higher officers, who should do detective work. 
They should also keep an eye over the work of the investigating 
police. e 
Police Inspectors at present do no other work than inspecting police- 
stations and preparing daily reports. * 
12. The sandhya 3 of the 24th February writes: 
me ea One day in November last, the Sub- Inspector 
4 of Police in Howrah. . of Police of the Golabari thana in Sulkea in 
3 Howrah, accompanied by a Head-Constable and 
four other constables, made a sudden and forcible entrance into the house of 
one Annada Prasad Mukerjee of that place, and after assaulting him and his 
son, Bankim Chandra, dragged them off to the thana. The assaulted men 
were not informed of the reason which deprived them of their liberty. After 
a good deal of intercession, they were let off on bail of a hundred rupess each 
and told to appear before the Magistrate on the 10th November following. 
They appeared in due course at Court, and there learned for the first time of 
the charge of which they were accused. It appeared that one of their — 
bours had lodged a complaint at the thana that Bankim Chandra had fired a 
gun on the night of the Kali Puja. It was alleged by this neighbour that ‘tn 
that night his wife and daughter were lying ill with cholera, that the ‘report 
of Bankim’s gun seriously disturbed the invalids, that Bankim was requested 
to refrain but that he refused, and that finally, as a result of the shock she 
had received, the wife succumbed two days later. The trial before the Magis- 
trate proved all these allegations to be falsehoods, and it even came out that 
on the night of the alleged occurrence, Bankim was lying ill in bed. It was 
found that the case owed its origin to ‘some misunderstanding between 
Annada Charan and his neighbour, the 8 who attempted with the 
assistance of the police to bring Annada Charan into troubla. The accused 
were acquitted by the Court, which also made some reflections on the conduct 
of the police in the course of its judgment. „ e 5 
13. Referring to the detection of a gang of Behari thieves by two detso- 
1 4 daccite in tide Police Inspectors of Calcutta, the Nava Fug 
ore thieves and dacoits in Calcutta] of the 25th February says that Beharis, 
hea who are found all over the country working 
servants, keep themselves informed of everything pertaining to the house 
affairs of their masters. This makes stealing an easy affair for them in 
Bengal. Again, the constables and Head-Constables of the Bengal Police are 
mostly Beharis. This may be regarded as one of the reasons why Behari 
thieves and dacoits often escape detection. 


ggestions :— | 
intojthree parts— 


1 
* 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 

14. A correspondent writing to the Jasohar [Jessore] .of 2. 
W pai 5 February contradicts the crest t 15 
n Deputy Magistrate of Satkhira anent the expendi- 
bs ture of a large sum of money for the reception of 
Mr. Ahmed, District Magistrate of Khulna, at ‘that town, made by ‘a correapon- 
dent of the Khulna of a toe Janes? paragraph rf: of 


last, and noticed in paragraph 1 ; 
the Report on Native ‘Papers in Bengal for the weck ending the Plat 
January 1905. ) | 
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[Galoutta] of the 24th February makes the follow- 
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15. The Birbhum Varta (Birbhum) of the 25th February complains that 
the local mukhtars suffer great inconvenience in 
A complaint against » Deputy having to transact business with Maulvi Mahomed 
eT 8 * 1 75 Quaem, the Deputy Collector of Birbhum in charge 
of excise and income-tax work, owing to the Maulvi being entirely ignorant 
of the Bengali language. The Maulvi was made a Deputy Magistrate very 
lately, having been promoted from a Sub-Registrarship, and he has come to 
Birbhum in succession to Babu Manmathanath Sen, transferred. A8 full 
seventy per cont. of the mukhtars are unable to express themselves in Englis 
and the parties are most of them wholly illiterate, and asthe Magistrate 
himself is ignorant of Bengali, overything connected with their cases has to 
depend on the Court amla. It is suggested that the Maulvi should be 
transferred to one of the Bihar districts. 
16. Referring to the assault case which has been brought against Mr. 
Carey, Collector of Hooghly, by Babu Jotindra- 
oun assault case against Mr. nath Nandi, the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 
nie 25th February remarks :— | 
What the result of the trial will be the future alone can tell. In our 
opinion cases of oppression like these will greatly diminish in number if the 
oppressor is paid in his own coin then and there (diterally, if the debt is 
repaid in proper time). oe, 
17. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 27th February says that on 
the 22nd of this month Mr. Carey, Magistrate and 
Collector of Hooghly, was speaking with his servant 
in Pushtu near a bridge, when one Bejoya Krishna Roy came by and 
stood overhearing their conversation, whereupon Mr. Carey got angry and 
assaulted him. The Babu has instituted a case against him before the local 
Joint-Magistrate. | | 
It is to be seen what step the Government of Bengal takes in the 
matter. 
Ihe Bharat Mitra of the 25th February notices this same case and says 
that the pleaders of the local Bar have drawn the attention of the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal to the case. 


Mr. Carey's case. 


(d) — Education, 


18. The Burdwan Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 21st February says :— 

* A study of Lord Curzon’s last Convocation 
speech. · 7 speech shows that His Excellency’s principal object 
aoe in delivering it was to advise the students. to 
become truthful. His strictures on the Eastern conception of truth have, how- 
ever, given great offence to the people of the country. But we need not take 
much-pains to refute his statement. The Bible, on which the morality of the 
West is based, is a production of the East. Was there any moral code, worth 
the name, in Europe before the introduction of the Bible into it? Can those. 
who have read the Ramayana, the Mahabharata, the Purans and the Koran 
approve of Lord Curzon’s opinion about the Eastern conception of morality ? 
Barring this sad mistake committed by the Viceroy, His Excellency’s advice 
to the students is worthy of our highest consideration and should be followed 
by every Indian. | 
19. Referring to the Viceroy’s Convocation speech, the Charu Mihir 

ee eb Mymensingh] of the 21st February remarks :— 
<_< Convocation We have been sorry to notice the change 
f which has come over Lord Curzon's nature ever 
since the agitation on the Partition Question. The unusual heat which he 
exhibited in his Mymensingh speech on that occasion was then commented on 
by many. Since the Partition Question was first mooted, the public and he 
have been following two different ways. The public have been honestly pro- 
testing against many of his measures, while ho is angered at what he 
thinks their impudence in protesting. We now see that His Excel- 
lency is by nature impatient of opposition, and that he cannot tolerate 
honest differences of opinion. But under the existing conditicns of political 
life, nobody possessing such a nature as Lord Curzon does can expect 
to win fame. A century ago, Lord Curzon might have left a great name 

. i 


( 195 } 


behind him. But to-day it is impossible. India has now advanced far 
in the path of Western education and Western civilisation. Lord Curzon 
has not been able to read correctly the si of the times. Therefore it is 
that his fame has suffered shipwreck in the course of its voyage over the 
sea of Indian administration. The fact that he has not been able to make 
himself popular is now recognised by Lord Curzon himself. It is this feeling 
in his mind which explains his loss of self-control and the aspersions in which he 
indulged on our national character. A short while ago Lord Curzon was an 
admirer of things Asiatic. In season and out of season he was blowing the 
trumpet of praise of the ancient. civilisation of India, and was taking every 
opportunity to put us on our guard against the artificial and stilted civilisation 
of the West. We cannot professto have been greatly surprised at this sudden 
change of front on His Excellency’s part. The consciousness of failure in 
most cases has a very irritating effect on the mind. Lord Curzon’s case has 
been no exception to the rule. But a lapse and a failing which might be 
excusable in the case of one person can be yet quite inexcusable in another. 
Such want of restraint as His Lordship has exhibited is certainly never pardon- 
able in the highest official in the land. ) 

We had hoped when Lord Curzon went Home on leave last summer that 
the atmosphere of England would restore health to both His Excellenoy's body 
and mind. The first speech which he made on his return to India at Bombay 
only added strength to our hopes. But we now confess tv a conviction that 
the atmosphere of Indian life is not favourable to any long-continued stay on 
His Excellency’s part in our midst, That a cultured and strong-minded 
statesman like Lord Curzon should become unpopular with the Indians can 
only be described as a strange freak of fate. 

20. The Sanjirant Calcutta] of the 23rd February has the following 

3 undler the heading What is now the duty of the 

e  Viceroy’s Convocation le of India: 
speech. People OF India? 

The Emperor Edward is very popular, but 
His Majesty's representative, Lord Curzon, has become highly unpopular with 
us. The people of India have borne long, but they cannot bear any further. 
It is to Lord Curzon that we owe the Official Secrets Act and the Universities 
Act, the abolition of the competitive system for admission into the public 
service, and the proposal for the partition of Bengal. It is he also who is 
responsible for the Tibet Expedition, and the burden of heavy expenditure which 
it will put on our shoulders. And now, finally, he comes and proclaims us before 
all the world as untruthful. No wonder therefore that the whole country is 
offended with him, and thinks that the man who regards all Indians as untruth- 
ful has no business to continue any further in office to rule over them. 

We are informed that a monster meeting is to be held on the 10th March 
next to protest against Lord Curzon’s insinuations. Eminent men from all 
cver the province are to join in the protest. 

We are further informed that a similar protest meeting is under considera- 
tion at Madras also to petition for Lord Curzon’s recall. 

Bombay also will probably soon join in the protest. The entire educated 
community of India has been distressed at the false and offensive statements 
which Lord Curzon has made. Lord Curzon should not continue any longer 

in office here. Let him leave this country, so that we may at last find peace. 

21. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 23rd February writes :— 
| Lord Curzon’s aspersions on our character 
The Vioeroy's Convocation have raised quite a flame of anger in people's 

speech. : q 
minds all over the country. There are tulks about 
an early protest meeting in this connection. In our opinion, a petition should 
be made against the Viceroy to our Emperor, who is known to love his subjeots 
so well. It is a heinous sin for a man who represents the King to abuse his 
subjects. We are subjects of King Edward. And in this day of trouble it is to 
His Majesty that we ought to pray for redress. > 
22 Referring to the Viceroy’s Convocation speech, the Solan [Calcutta 
ee of the 24th February remarks :— 

. nn, ͤ nnn. Certain parts of the speech were quite un- 
worthy of a man of the position and culture of 


Lord Curzon, Nobody expected to hear such offensive words from tke lips of a 
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Viceroy. At the same time we gladly confess that the speech contained much 
valuable advice as well. 

9%. Referring to Lord Curzon's last Convocation speech, the Basumati 
[Calcutta] of the 25th February say: :— 

Europe is great in material science and nature 
serves her like à slave. lt is in this respect alone 
that she is worthy of our — But in Europe discontent, the spirit of 
aggrandisement, jealousy, malice and other moral vices are rampant, and 
European nations are always ready to rob and oppress the weak. A man like 
Lord Curzon coming from such a country and calumniating a much-respected, 
ancient and widely-followed code of morality may be a clever and powerful 
ruler, but he is altogether unfit to give advice to others on points of morality. 

24. The same paper compares Lord Curzon’s last Convocation speech with 

Lord Ripon’s Convocation speech of 1882 and 

Lord Curzon's Convocatin vs: | 

— 1 e Lord Ripon said, I am not one of those who 
; think that my countrymen possess a monopoly of 
all the higher qualities and all the virtues of mankind. I decline to believe 
that the patriotism, the public spirit, the charity, the interest in their poor 
neighbours, which have prompted men to these deeds in England have no 
counterpart in this country.” Compare this with what Lord Curzon has said 
about the moral status of the East and form your own opinion of the two Viceroys. 
Let anyone who can, give the same place in his heart to Lord Curzon as is 
occupied by Lord Ripon; but we are unable to associate the person who has tried 
to rob us of our good name with the great man who appreciated us rightly. As 
to public opinion in India, Lord Ripon said, I often heard it said in England 
before I came out to this country, that there was nothing like real and effective 
public opinion in India, and that the want of it was one of the special 
difficulties which the Government of India had to encounter. Few things have 
struck me more during the time that I have been here than the various proofs 
which I have seen of the existence of a substantial public opinion, which is 
evidently growing and strengthening from day today. * * Public 
opinion here is still to a great extent split up into sections, and represents very 
often only the views and interests of classes or of coteries; while the mass of 
the people, the operatives of towns and the cultivators of the rural districts, 
are still unhappily without direct means of making their voices heard ; but 
with all these drawbacks and shortcomings, the power and influence of general 
public opinion, which is of course in the main native opinion, is obviously 
extending with a sure and steady step. No prudent Government and no wise 
statesman would despise or disregard it . Where 25 years ago, 
Lord Ripon saw “the existence of a substantial public opinion,“ which, in his 
opinion, was ‘‘ evidently growing and strengthening from day to day” and 
which ‘‘no- prudent Government and no wise statesman would despise or 
disregard,” Lord Curzon sees nothing but what is deserving of censure and 
contempt! Everyone, except Lord Curzon, will now admit with Lord itipon 
that although in India public opinion is still to a certain extent split up into 
sections,” there is a general public opinion” in the country which is both 
uniform and strong. 

Lord Ripon did not come to India, at the age of 54, for earning money 
or reputation. Before he was induced by Gladstone to accept the Viceroyship 
of India, he had served his country, with great renown, as War Minister, 
Lord President of the Council, and Secretary of State for India, in one of 
which capacities Lord Curzon would now consider himself highly fortunate. 
Again, even after granting a generous reduction of 33 per cent. in the rents of 
his tenants, Lord Ripon’s annual income from his landed estate was 9 lakhs 
of rupees. Now compare the merits of Lord Curzon with those of Lord Ripon 
and judge, O reader, what places they respectively occupy in our hearts. 

25. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 25th February, over the 

Signature of Siva Sambhu, publishes a long letter 
addressed to Lord Curzon, in which he refers to 


3 His Excellency’s Convocation speech, Korean inci- 
dent, etc. The letter ends with these 3 — poi | 


Everyone feels the loss of freedom very keenly. But the kind treatment 
of Her late Majesty had made the people forget their dependent condition. 


Lord Curzon's ‘onvocation 
speech. 


„Siva Sambhu's open letter to 
Lord Curson.“ a N 
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The people of this country used to look upon her as their mother, and they 
have a similar regard for and devotion to her son. But it is to be regretted that 
vou, being the representative of His Majesty, should become so unpopular 
with the people of this country. My Lord, you dislike the people of this 
country, and they also dislike you. Still you have been made their ruler a 
second time. 


26. The same paper learns that the people of Calcutta will hold a large 
meeting on the 10th March next to protest against 
the Convocation speech of Lord Curzon, and also 
that the people of Madras will petition His Majesty praying for the recall 
of Lord Curzon from India. 


27. The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 26th February bas again criticised 
the Convocation speech of Lord Curzon, from which 
the following passages are taken. Many Engli-h- 
men have felt so much ashamed at the objectionable language of Lord Curzon, 
Chancellor of the Calcutta University, and the arbiter of the destinies of 30 
crores of the subjects of His Majesty King Edward VII, that the Statesman 
newspaper has made the following observation :— 


„What mischievous demon it was that prompted the Chancellor to compose and deliver 
the discourse which fell from him yesterday, it is beyond our power to imagine.“ 


The Convocation speech. 


Lord Curzon’s Convocation speech. 


Although Lord Curzon was gracing at the time the Chair of the Chancellor 
of the Calcutta University, his mind was seeking an opportunity to abuse his 
opponents, the political leaders of the Indians. While discoursing on truth- 
fulness, His Lordship has shown diplomacy at every step, and advice and 
instruction from such a diplomat is likely to have a mischievous effect on 
the tender minds of the young students. 


BHARAT MITRa, 
Feb, 25th, 1905. 


HITAVARTA, 
Feb. 26th, 1905. 


It was therefore not proper for the crooked-minded Lord Curzon to . 


occupy the seat reserved for pious and virtuous men. 


28. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 27th February says that some 
1 0 1 hand the Bengali Babus pretend to have been offended by 
Bengeli Babunsnsn. [ ord Curzon's Convocation speech. It is also heard 
that they are going to send their protest to the 
Secretary of State for India. But in our judgment, the speech ought to be 
written in gold. The only passage to which objection can be taken is that 
in which Lord Curzon spoke about truth having taken a high place in Europe, 
and said that the literature of India was full of falsehoods. But Lord Curzon, 
ignorant of the Hindu Shastras, made a rough estimate of the moral principles. 
3 in them from what he has seen of the Babu community of the present 
ay. 

The concluding portion of the speech is a true picture of the modern 
Pabudom. The Babus, therefore, had done better to take a lesson from the 
speech than getting angry. No benefit can the Babus possibly derive from 
taking their protests to England. The Patrika has done wrong by inciting 
the Babus against it. It ought to have looked inwards and seen if the speech 
has not drawn a true picture of the modern Babu community. 


29. The Sandhya W the 27th February has the following :— 

e have already spoken in these columns of 
the intention to hold a public meeting to protest 
against Lord Curzon’s strictures on the Indian character. It is reported that 
such a meeting will soon be summoned. But some people are exhibiting signs 
ofa strange feeling of fear in this connection. ‘The idea of protesting in 
public meeting against an act done by a Viceroy is terribly disquieting to 
them. They fear all sorts of unexpected evil consequences to follow. lt is 
impossible to say how deeply a, spirit of ‘servility has come to permeate our 
people. The Chancellor of the University and the Viceroy are not the same 
thing. The Viceroy may be the Chancellor, but the Chancellor is not the 
Viceroy, Why then should we fear? It would never do not to face for once 
the operation of extracting from the serpent his poison fangs, The 
calumnies which some Englishmen, untrue to their salt, spread about us, when 
they retire home from India, are enough to make the blood boil. Lord Curzon 
is a great man among his countrymen. If a man like him can once be made 
to eat the humble pie, the petty curs will at once turn tail and flee. 


The Viceroy’s Convocation speech. 


HINDI BaNGavasl, 


Feb. 27th, 1905. 


SANDHYA, 
Feb. 27th, 190 5. 
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Dar Hitavadi, 
Feb. 28th, 1905. 


Sri Sri VISHNU 


Priva-0-ANANDA 
Bazak Parhik A, 


Feb. 22nd, 1905. 


JYOTI 


Feb. 23rd, 1905. 


Basumati, 


Feb. 28th, 1905. 


SANDHYA, 


Feb. 28th 1905 
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$0. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] 1 the Kg ef makes the 
ere following quotations under the heading “ Occidental 

PO : Viceroy’s Convocation Des Of an | 
1) J Christ (Oriental):—“Every one that is of the truth heareth my voio9” 
Pa. . la) What is truth? "—The New Testament, St. John, XVIII, 87.38. 
(2) „English falsehood is inoomparably superior to French as an exeroise of mental 


sharpness and is always worth study as an inexhaustible subject for the most watchful an 
rer ai analyses. : . The intelligent Englishman kuows that truth is the a 
important ingredient in well-concocted falshood.”— Phill'p Gilbert Hamerton. 

His Exoellency’s Convocation speech was a stupid blunder, the worst the Viceroy has 
et made.. . It is passing strange that while Lord Ourzon has been preaching to 
engali students of the necessity of striving for the Western (English) ideal of truthfuln 

the English prese is discussing a proposition propounded by Mr. Walter Crane—‘ Are we a 
nation of liars?’ — The Indian Planter’s Gaxetie. 


31. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
22nd February says that according to a circular 
which has been recently issued by the Director of 
Public Instruction to all Head Masters of entrance schools in Bengal, a form 
containing no less than 19 heads shall have to be filled up in the case of every 
student who is to be newly admitted into any of those schools. If this circular 
is enforced many poor boys will find it impossible for them to prosecute their 
studies, because they will be unable to bear the cost of living in hostels or 
messes kept according to Government instructions. Again, according to the 
circular, the signatures of the father or guardian and a third person are required 
to testify to the age of an intending student. This means that in many cases 
either the boy shall not be enrolled or a third person must tella lie. The 
testimony of the father or guardian and the third person about age should, 
again, according to the circular, be checked, if possible, with the horoscope of 


An educational circular. 


the boy, The Director should remember that horoscopes have no legal value. 


32. The Jyoti [ Chittagong] of the 23rd February says that, according to a 
3 recent circular issued by the Director of Public 

— Instruction, a guardian or father desiring to have a 
boy admitted into a high English school shall have to take a third person with 
him to the school as witness. This rule should be withdrawn, because every 
respectable Indian would consider it unworthy of his position to have to 
conform to it. ; 


33. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 25th February says that if the 
3 * roposal to write lower primary vernacular text- 
e ee oks for Bengali boys in four different dialects 
were carried, the Bengali language would come to assume a hideous aspect. 
Besides this, if the object of the authorities be to place in the hands of Bengali 
boys text-books written in their respective spoken dialects, that object can only 
be attained by the adoption of a distinct dialect for every district. Do the 
inhabitants of the different shires of England read text-hooks written in their 
provincial dialects? This proposal of the Bengal Education Department is 
unique in the history of education in civilised countries, Babu Chandra Nath 
Basu, late Bengali Translator to the Government of Bengal, has an excellent 
treatise named ‘‘ Vartaman Bangala Sähityier Prakriti” on the subject. 
Government is requested to have it translated into English, and not to proceed 


its novel scheme without pondering over the suggestions made by the 
author, . 


34. Referring to the proposal to write lower primary vernacular text- 
g books in Bengal in four different dialects, the 
„cho. kr for lower primary Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 25th February writes as 
follows: | 
Within the last 40 years even the spoken dialects of the different parts of 
Bengal have tended to attain uniformity with the help of printed books, and 
among the higher classes the only 4 at present noticeable in regard to 
the use of these dialects exists only in the tone and pronunciation of the 
speakers. Among the lower classes also the difference of dialects is gradually 
disappearing. In this state of things, Government is about to create a babel 
of tongues in tle country. The authorities seem to think that by dividing the 
Bengali language they would be able to divide the Bengalis among themselves. 
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But there are great obstacles in the way of the attainment of this object. It is 
hoped the authorities will carefully reconsider the matter. : 

85. Referring to the recently published Government Resolution on the 

establishment of rural primary schools in Bengal, 
Text-books for rural primary the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 28th February 
schools in Bengal, r ee 

It is proposed to get all the text-books fur these schools originally prepared 
in Are * to have them translated into the different provincial 
dialects. We confess we are astounded at this proposal. Who can explain 
to us why the Committee proposes to get the text-books written from England ? 
Is there not one man available in this country competent to prepare books such 
as the Committee want? Has not the cultivation of Western literature and 
science in this country for upwards of a century and a half produced one man, 
who in the opinion of the authorities is qualified enough to write books even 
for the sons of peasants? Have the authorities come to the conclusion that 
authors in England possess a greater acquaintance with the things which a 
Bengali peasant should know, and with the peculiar methods of agriculture 
which prevail in the different districts than properly qualified local men? Or 
do the authorities simply mean to deprive the authors in this country of one 
of their means of livelihood? Or is it simply a desire to msult qualified 
Bengali authors which can explain this proposal to seek the aid of authors from 
England? After the keen humiliation which Lord Curzon has inflicted on the 
people of this country by attributing to them a love of exaggeration in speech 
and thought, a love of flattery and of falsehood, there would not be anything 
surprising if the Bengal Government were, in a similar spirit, to attempt to 
insult Bengali authors. 

Whatever may be the Committee’s justification for this proposal to get the 
books prepared from England, what possible explanation can there be for their 
suggestion to have these books afterwards translated into the various provincial 
dialects, instead of into the one literary language current? The plea is being 
put forward that these dialects will be more easily intelligible to the rude 
peasant than the written language. But we wish to ask the authorities in this 
connection whether they think it desirable that the cultivators of Bengal should 
be in any way acquainted with the methods of scientifically-conducted agri- 
culture? Do our rulers think that such acquaintance is possible through the 
dialects ? Can anybody possibly express high chemical and scientific ideas 
without the help of literary Bengali? What, again, is the medium of 
instruction for rural schools in England? Are the text-books of that country 
written in the various spoken dialects of English? Are not the peasants of 
Yorkhire, of Somersetshire and of Shropshire all compelled to read books 
written in the same literary English? And if the need of recognising differ- 
ences of spoken dialects does not arise in England, why should it be any more 
felt here in India? Are the diversities in the spoken language greater amon 
Burdwan, Faridpur and Chittagong than among Yorkshire, Shropshire an 
Somersetshire? We desire while on this subject to raise the following 
questions also. Is it not a fact that with the increasing improvement of 
the written language the diversities of the spoken language in the different 
districts are decreasing? Do not the authorities regard unity of language as 
tending to social improvement generally ? Do the authorities expect that these 
dialects will ever assume the same importance and receive the same favour that 
written Bengali now commands? Even if the authorities by the exercise of 
their political power aE to force these dialects into the position of mdepen- 
dent languages, it is not likely that the position of current written Bengali will 
be injuriously affected thereby in any way. For, with the improvement which 
written Bengali has already undergone, there is no fear of its being ever ousted 
from the sympathies of the educated classes in any part of Bengal in favour of 
anew language. The works of Nabin Chandra, who hails from Chittagong, 


will always be admired in West Bengal, while Bharat Chander, Bankim and 


— though belonging to West Bengal, will never lack readers in East 
engal. 


T ben, again, does not Government desire that the cultivating ‘classes 
should gradually make themselves fit for the highest positions in life? If euch 


improvement is ever to be possible, is it not necessary that they should be 


Dall Hrravadt, 
Feb. 28th, 1905, 
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kept in touch with those classes of the community who are imbued With the 
— * of the West by the link of a common language? Do the authorities 
mean to deny to the cultivators the right which they now possess, owing to the 
enjoyment of a common language, of becoming acquainte with the hopes and 
aspirations of the higher classes and of lending to these classes their assistance 
in public movements? How then can we account for this deliberate desira 
on the part of Government to keep the cultivating classes apart from the 
educated classes by promoting differences of language? Is it merely another 
phase of the policy underlying the proposed partition of Bengal? | 
In conclusion, we appeal to our rulers who claim to be ideal lovers of 
truth to say plainly to us what the real policy behind all these schemes is Are 
they unable to rule India without resorting to a Divide and rule” policy? 
Will they not stop short without creating divisions between those who are now 
as brothers? Will nothing content them less than the raising up of an 
insuperable barrier between the cultivators and the educated classes? Do they 
wish by encouraging the growth of narrow provincial dialects to take away 
the 4 thing that is now left to this poverty-stricken, helpless people to boast 
of, namely, their literature? Do they wish to rend the Bengali race into a 
hundred fragments? Are they bent on dimming the lustre of the one treasured 
jewel of the Bengali race —the Bengali language, a language which reckons 
Hem, Navin, Bankim and Vidyasagar among its votaries? Is this to be the 
outcome of the long-continued rule of civilised Britain in Bengal? The very 
suggestion of it makes us shudder. 
36. Writing on the subject of the proposed establishment of rural 
= primary schools in Bengal, the Dainik Chandrika 
* primary schools in [Calcutta] of the 28th February expresses the 
1 opinion that the proposal that the text-books for 
these schools should be written in the various prevailing provincial dialects is 
open to serious objection, and is calculated to inflict terrible injury on Bengali 
literature generally. Further, the scheme which Government intends 
adopting for the education of the cultivating classes in tne mufassal is a 
highly expensive one, and is at the same time such as willdo no good. The 
sons of the peasants get to know from personal intercourse with their parents 
and others a great many of those things which are intended to be taught in 
the books on agriculture ordinarily prepared for their instruction. It is better 
in this matter to follow the old system—to confine the instruction to an 
acquaintance with the alphabet, to the inculcating of simple Jessons of morality, 
to the eradication of old superstitious beliefs from their minds, and general 7 
to such things as will enable them to pass their lives at ease in this world. 
The text-books on such lines should be prepared in as easy alanguage as 
possible. The course of the lower primary classes should include the subjects 
of elementary morals, agriculture and hygiene, with at most one or two easy 
and general scientific lessons thrown in. Considering the general prevalence 
of malaria in the villages, drill exercises should be encouraged as a means of 
physical culture. As regards lessons in mathematics, a course of Subhankar’s 
rules on dharapath will be enough. The expenses of a cultivator have already 
increased excessively, and any further addition on the score of educational 
charges would be a serious grievance and a distinct discouragement. The 
courses of instruction require to be simplified, and money freely spent in aid of 
the village pathsalas. The status of the gurus sbould be improved. In the 
primary schools, the fees cannot be made to exceed two annas for the junior 
classes and four annas for the senior ones, so that if there is to be any 
improvement inthe pay of the gurus, the extra money will mostly have to 
come from Government. A restriction should be placed on the number of 
pathsalas which each village may possess, say three or four for the larger 
villages, and one or at most two for the smaller. } 
37. Writing on the subject of the reorganisation of primary education 
8 in Bengal, the Nihar [ Contai] of the 28th February 
education in Bengal. ve spa r emarks that the teaching under the new system 
in primary schools has not been so successful a8 was 
expected. It cannot be denied that the teachers of middle vernacular and 
middle English schools are better educated than the teachers of primary 
schools. The number of middle vernacular schools should therefore be 


E 


increased, and the authorities should try and see if the trial of the new system 
injthis class of schools does not show better results. It is in contemplation to 
increase the number of existing guru-training schools. If that be the case, 
a cheaper and equally effective way of gaining the same end would be to convert 
the middle vernacular or the middle English schools in the mufassal into guru- 
training schools. If this proposal is accepted, it would be necessary to improve 
the financial condition and stability of these schools, and also their housing. 
Another consideration in favour of the adoption of this suggestion is that the 
middle vernacular schools being more numerous than the existing guru-training 
schools, would necessarily be nearer the houses of the gurus, to many of whom 
the closer proximity would act as an attraction where the distance now acts as a 
deterrent. There is thus a chance that a larger number of gurus would 
undergo the benefits of a training-school course, and if this expectation is 
realised, the whole tone of primary education in this province may soon come 
to be raised, | 
It is next remarked that the subjects which are now taught to the 
students in the course of eight or nine years might be taught in much less 
time. Further, it is desirable that the Sub-Inspectors of Schools should be 
regularly consulted by the Education Department as to the condition of the 
pathsalas, The new system, under which private examinations have been 
substituted for one general public examination, has not yet secured the 
complete confidence of the public, owing to the laxity and want of a definite 
principle with which these private examinations are being conducted. Even 


the scholarship examinations are not in all cases above reproach in the opinion 
of the public. 


(e) Local Self-Government und Municipal Administration. 


38. The Birbhum Varta [Birbhum] of the 25th February complains that BNN Varn, 
11 the power vested in the District Boards to acquire Feb. 25th, 1906. 
5 private lands for the construction of public roads, 
which is often delegated to the contractors who are entrusted with the work of 
road-making, is abused by the latter in order to pay off private grudges. 
As an illustration, attention is drawn to a criminal case which has been brought 
against a ticcadar of village Dihi Bakreswar, who is alleged to have cut down 
a neighbour's tree and damaged other property. It is suggested that this 
work of acquiring lands should not be left to the contractors, but should be 
entrusted to one of the members of the Board. 


(g)—Railways and communications including canals and irrigation. 


39. The Barisal Hitaishi [Barisal] of the 22nd February draws attention Bann Hrrarsm, 


0 5 the need of improving the existing communi- 22nd Feb. 1906. 
Backergungg. ceations of Bhola, the island subdivision of the 
Backergunge district, with the other parts of the 
country. It is pointed out that at present the postal communication with this 
island is practically confined to that by boats, for although there is a steamer 
service, the steamer plies every other day. It is suggested that the Postal 
Department might induce the steamer company by a subsidy to make their 
service a daily one. Reference is also ade to the desirability of laying 
a submarine telegraphic wire connecting the island with the mainland. 
40. The Milur-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 24th February says that wuns-o-svvuaxas, 
) e weep, through the negligence of the railway servants in Fed. 24th, 1905, 
ian of purchasing week. properly discharging their duties the noble object 
8 : of the authorities of the Eastern Bengal State 
Railway in introducing week-end tickets is to a great extent being frustrated. 
On account of excessive rush of passengers it becomes extremely difficult to 
procure week-end tickets on Saturdays. Recently on one Saturday, the 
writer failed to buy a week-end ticket at Baliaghatta, The rush of See. are 
was great. Many people could not buy tickets and consequently missed their 
train. There are two windows at the station for selling tickets, but one of 
them was closed. The Traffic Manager of the railway is requested to make 
proper arrangements for the sale of week-end tickets. 


an 


Feb. 26th, 1905. 


Bamnuna DaRTAM, 
Feb. 28rd, 1905. 


SaNDBY4, 
Feb, 28rd, 1905. 


SaxDHYA. 


Dar Hrravapdt, 
4 Feb, 24th, 1905. 
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41. Referring to the case of Hari Priya Dasi, who was ill-treated by a 
teas Eurasian ticket-collector of the Bengal-Nag 

Hari Priya Dasi’s case. Railway, the Hitavarta W of the 26th 

February says that if it had not attracted the attention of His Honour the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, the case would have been hushed up. 


General. 


42. The Bankura Darpan [Bankura] of the 23rd February writes: 
isk ie nan Ve District Magistrate, Mr. J. N, * has 
115 22 438 been transferred to Bogra. 4 e here 
regret the necessity which compels Mr. Gupta to 
leave this district without completing the many measures of local public 
utility which he had taken in hand, An esteemed correspondent writes to us 
on this subject: | 
The news of Mr. Gupta’s transfer is being received everywhere with 
regret. His whole career in this district has been one uniform record of good 
work performed in the repression of crime and the promotion of measures of 
blic utility. Last year he had a portion of Subhankar’s Danra reclaimed. 
e was similarly projecting a canal from the Birai stream and other works of 
irrigation and drainage in other parts of the district. Agricultural banks 
were to have been opened under his eye in several villages in a month’s time. 
His absence may interfere with the carrying out of all or some of these 
rojects. 
1 43. The Sandhya N of the 23rd February writes :— 
8 t is not Mr. Carey alone who is showing an 
re inclination to restrict the issue of gun-licenses in 
future. Over the whole province, a similar policy is being adopted by the 
authorities. We do not understand this new strictness, Can it be that the 
people are being gradually disarmed, because they do not now protest, as of 
old, against the Arms Act? The present policy is founded on a great mistake. 
The more fully the public are deprived of the right of possessing arms, 
the more marked will be the increase in the number of thefts and dacoities 
in the country. So if Government wishes the country to be free from crime, 
4 should not prevent deserving people from getting licenses for the use 
of arms. 
44. The same papers writes: — 
The vublic service and we. Arrangements are in progress for the expul- 
Benyalic in the United Provinces. sion of all Bengalis from the Government offices 
in the United Provinces. A notice has been just 
issued that no Bengalis will be eligible for any future vacancy. It is said 
that this bar extends even to those Bengalis who have been *. in tlie 
United Provinces and have since been living there. ‘lhe Accountant-General 
of the United Provinces has written to the Comptroller-General remarking 
that if the competitive system of filling up posts is adopted in his office the 
whole office will be monopolised by Bengalis, which would not be just. In 
this way, Bengalis are -being placed under a ban in every department. We 
are not in favour of these race distinctions bemg observed. But if Govern- 
ment thinks that local men should have the preference in all Govermment 
appointments, the preference should extend to all classes of such men. f 
is wrong to consider as Bengalis those Bengalis who have cut off all connection 
with Bengal and have made their homes in the United Province. They 
ought in ra, | way to be regarded as natives of the United Provinces. But 
hatred of the Bengali race has so far succeeded in blinding our rulers that 
they have become incapable of seeing the rights and wrongs of this 
question. 1 
45. Writing on the bg of the méla which is anmually held in — 
ae 3 a subdivision of Backergunge, the Dai 
DPF ͥ ² N mm Har, February notices 
an allegation that pressure is being put on the local 
public to subscribe to the méla funds, in order that the méla might be held 
with more than its usual éclat this year, which is the lust during ‘which the 
present Subdivisional Officer is expected to continue in office. Reference is 
also made to another allegation in connection with this méla, viz., that the 
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méla Committee reap an income of about a thousand rupees by letting out 


stalls for gambling purposes. It is said that about Rs. 10,000 are annually 
gambled away at this fair. 


46. In reference to the statement of Lord Lamington at Hyderabad 

that the cause of the paucity of Musalmans in the 

hi — 7 * = — higher grades of the service is their backwardness 

— ies me” in secular education, Al Punch [Bankipur] of 
| the 25th February says :— 3 

Who would protest against eligibility for Government service being tested 

by acquirements and qualifications alone, but the progress already made by the 

usalmans should also be taken into consideration. At present the number of 

Judges in the four High Courts and two Chief Courts is 47, of whom only 

one is a Muhammadan, but it was three when the number of these Judges was 


less, and this in spite of more Muhammadans of ability and capacity being now 
available for these posts. 


47. The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 26th February gives the substance 
of the petition submitted by a sepoy of a 
Punjab regiment to his Commanding Officer, the 
English version of which has already been published in the Bengalee paper, 


and supports the same by recommending due consideration by the higher 
authorities. | 


A sepoy's petition. 


III.—LIOISLATION. 


48. Referring to the Universities (Validation) Act, the Hitavadi Calcutta) 
3 of the 24th February writes as follows :— 
N India has surely fallen on evil days if Govern- 
i ment intends to do whatever it pleases without fear 
of opposition or censure, and hopes to support its transgressions by Validating 
Acts. If Government itself does not maintain the honour of the High Courts 
and of its own legislature, how can it expect other 1 to entertain proper 
respect for them? Is it for an intelligent ruler to lower the value of the law 
in the eyes of the publio? We request Lord Curzon to reconsider the matter 
when he has got rid of his present mental agitation and excitement. 
49. The Mthir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 24th February says. — 
3 3 What has Government gained by the Univer- 
Pas Universities (Validation) ities (Validation) Act, besides maintaining a zid ? 
Is not the Act a disgrace to the name of Lord 
Curzon who is so powerful and so great? He has presented the Englishman's 
love of justice in a verv wiserable and dirty garb before the Indians, The 
rule of despotism over justice and reason may bring into prominence the 
strength of the English nation, but it dims the national glory and honour. 


1 throne rests on the good faith of the Indian people, has spurned 
at them. 


50. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 26th February writes as follows: — 

A serious calamity is about to befall the agri- 
culturists of Bengal in the shape of a law which 
the Government is about to at the instance of the European jute merchants. 
If the measure is passed in the shape which rumour gives it, the jute cultivators 
and the jute traders must look out for an evil day. 

There is not the least doubt that Government is actuated by a praise- 
worthy motive in trying to check by K r the watering of jute and the 
mixing up of jute of different qualities. The deterioration in the quality of 
jute has, indeed, gone so far as to threaten the utter extinction of the trade, 
if matters do not improve. It goes without saying, therefore, that to take all 
legitimate steps to protect the trade is a duty incumbent on the Government. 
But we must warn the authorities against the risk of their excessive zeal in 
the matter turning out to be a fresh source of oppression to the subject people. 
The law proposes to make it penal to expose jute to the dew. But who ie 
not know that the cultivators in this country are too poor to afford godowns 
and they have no alternative but to leave out jute in the open day and night, 
when it is left out to dry after washing? They have not the least idea that 
this exposure affects the quality of their jute. What wonder, then, that if the 


The rumoured jute legislation. 
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law is passed every jute cultivator and jute trader will become liable to 


punishment ? : . 2 1 | 

It will be equally difficult to check the mixing up of jute of different 
qualities, as the mixing up is not always done intentionally, | but is, in some 
cases, the result of a bad selection of seeds, and „in the majority of cases, is 
due to the fact that the majority af cultivators in this country being poor 
men cannot afford to cultivate more than a few cottahs each, and the trader 
has no alternative but to mix up jute grown in different fields by different 
cultivators to make up a bale of some maunds. | 5 | 

The above considerations lead us to expect oppression from the proposed 
legislation, and we ask Government to desist from the ws 3 . 

What the Government should do to improve the quality of jute is to 1 
to each village the warning that if the quality of jute is not improved, 
purchasers will continue to use other kinds of fibre, as they have begun to do; 
that traders will not purchase jute which is watered or discoloured. A 
warning like this may produce the effect which is sought by legislation. 

The passing of a law of the nature proposed will place irresponsible 
powers in the hands of the inspectors, and who can say that they will not 
abuse them? | poe 

51. Referring to the projected jute legislation, the Daily Hitavad 
| Calcutta] of the 27th February remarks :— 

There can be no question that this piece of 
legislation will benefit those whom it is intended to benefit, but has Govern- 
ment paused to consider what terrible ruin it will mean to our cultivating 
classes? The cultivators after steeping the jute allow it to hang in some 
open place in order to dry it up. They cannot bring half-dried jute into their 
houses: many of them perhaps have no sufficient room in their houses at all 
for this purpose. The authorities propose to have inspectors under the new 
law, who will go about testing from house to house whether the jute is watered 
in each case or not. We have not the least doubt that this provision will only 
prove a fruitful source of corruption and oppression of the peasants and the 
mahajans. We do not recognise the need of legislative protection in the 
present case. If European merchants show a preference for dry jute to 
watered jute, the native mahajans would be compelled by their own interests 
to prevent the watering of jute. We can only describe it as a terrible 
misfortune to the cultivating classes that our rulers have not been strong enough 
to disregard this unjust demand of the European merchants, but have agreed 
to such partial and unjust legislation. It is never sound policy to interfere 
with the * of trade, as is intended in the present case. After all, there 
is nothing surprising that such a piece of legislation should be undertaken 
if we consider that we live under a régime which a short while ago could 
declare illegal acts done in connection with the Universities to be legal. 


The proposed jute legislation. 


IV.—Native States, 


52. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 25th February gives further 
The jacirdars of Bikani details of the case of the three jagirdars of Bikanir 

ee who have been sentenced by the Chief to various 
terms of imprisonment, with confiscation of their estates, on a charge of 
rebellion. 8 


V.—Prospects or THE Crops AND ConDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


53. The Swades Hitaisht (Rangpur) of the 11th February reports that 
8 _* since the previous week, a spell of intensely cold 
Saw. e one een weather has set in all over the district. The effect 
Aaya eee 0 re cold oer been to inflict serious damage on 
e tobacco crop. Individual farmers have suffered iary | 
from Rs. 25 to Rs. 500. ee, 

54. From the weather report, says the Bharat Mitra Calcutta] of the 

An impending famine. 25th Februa „it is apparent t at the famine of 

e this year will be worse than that of any previous 

year, and that it will affect the whole of India. It is, however, gratifying to 
see that it is already receiving attention from the Government. 
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556. The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 26th Feb is glad that the 


„ ee Bombay Government has resolved to remit land 
ann aberonas Wa and spend some lakhs of rupees to relieve 
the suffering of the famine-stricken in that Province. It is to be hoped that 
the Government of India will also take timely precautious to prevent distress on 
account of the impending famine. 
56. The Bangavasi aan the * N — 1 
ie e prices of rice, aééa, flour, é, sugar- 
| ee : 3 mustard oil and similar * 
in the Calcutta markets have undergone a serious rise in the course of the last 
few days. They are more than one and-a-half times what they were before. 
For instance, mustard oil which formerly sold at Rs. 10 per maund is now 
selling. for Rs. 16. Similarly with sugarcandy, it is now six annas where 
formerly it was four annas to the seer. Surmises of all sorts are being made 
as to the explanation of this sudden increase in prices. Is any sudden call 
being made by the Commissariat Department? Is another expedition in the 
air? But the papers do not mention any such thing. The Tibet Mission is 
now over, The Kabul Mission and the Persian Mission have long ago arrived 
at their respective destinations. What then can it be, if it is not these Missions? 
Can it be the extraordinarily intense cold aud untimely rainfall of the past few 
weeks? It is true that the radi crops, the til and mustard have been to a certain 
extent injured in some parts of India by the late abnormal weather, But it is 
strange that even before the raw produce is known to be fully damaged, the 
price of the manufactured article should rise. 
57. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 27th February is alarmed 
desen ad Sia to find the prices of the articles of food daily 
rising, and asks if it is due to the purchases made by 
the Commissariat Department, or if there is any fear of anew war? It is feared 
that the whole of India will thus suffer from famine this time. Bombay and 
Madras having seen the sign of famine, 3 looked to the Central and the 
United Provinces and the Punjab for their supply of food- grains, but that hope 
has also now vanished. 


VI.—MIsceLLANEOUS. 


58. Referring to the Court-mourning for a week which has been ordered 

for India as a result of the assassination of the 

1 for the Grand Grand Duke Sergius, the Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 

ere 23rd February points out the bollowness of the 

mourning in the present instance, seeing that what the English desire is to see 

Russia ruined by ull means. It is remarked that such hollowness may, after 

all, be an inseparable characteristic of official mournings generally. 

59. The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 26th February says that the 

om ie mausoleum of Nur Jahan, the light of the world, at 

e mausoleum of Nur Jahan. Lahore, has been so far neglected that it has 

become very difficult to discover even its exact site, and asks if it is not the 

duty of Government to have it repaired, when it is doing so much for the 
preservation of ancient monuments. : 3 

60. The same paper hopes that the people of Bihar will shake off their 

The Congress andthe Behari, lethargy and be ready to join the next Congress 

' which will be held at Benares. 


Urrya Papers. 


61. The Garjatbasini [Talcher] of the 11th February states that the 
83 weather was exceedingly foul in Talcher in the 
N last week, and that the cold became almost unbear- 

able. | 
62. The same paper approves of the appointment of Babu Priyanath 
Ghosh, Customs Head Clerk, Orissa Commissioner's 
8. The. new Sarishtadar of the Office, to the post of Head Clerk and Sarishtadar 
1 of Tributarr of the office of the Superintendent of Tributary 
Mahals, Orissa. 
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63. The same paper ia sorry to learn from its contemporary of: th 
1275 Utkalbasini that the Sub- Deputy Collector of Banki 
The Sub-Depaty Collector of in Cuttack district, dealt heavy blows with his 
ee shoes to a poor inan who had gone to him to beg 
his pardon. 
64. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 18th February states that the sky 
was clear for four days in the last week in the 
Cuttack town, but that the cloudy weather returned 
and that the severity of cold abated to some extent. 
65. The same paper 1 that E * of — 3 Beer cold and 
| foul weather the general health of the Cuttack 
* town has deboviorabed and that fever and cough 
have appeared. 
66. A correspondent of the same paper writes to say that, considering 
the length and breadth of the Baradanda, in the 
An ill-lighted quarter of Puri Puri town, and the large number of men and 
N women, both passengers from foreign places and 
the people, of tbat very town who continue to pass along the road till late 
in the night, the number of the existing light-posts on the said Baradanda 
is quite insufficient, that they are too far apart from one another, and that 
people undergo great inconvenience on that account, and requests the Puri 
Municipality to plant a few more light-posts on that important road. The 
editor strongly supports this prayer of his correspondent, and hopes that the 
Puri Municipality will see its way to removing such a grievance as soon as 
ossible. 
' 67. Another correspondent of the same paper writes to say that in several 
. parganas in the Dhamnagar thana, Chandbali 
{Gloomy crop prospects in some thana and the Aul thana the sarad paddy had been 
eee destroyed by floods, that the dalua paddy which 
the people had reared .with great difficulty has now been half destroyed by 
violent northern winds which blew continually for six days, and that the people 
of those parganas are in great distress owing to these calamities. 
68. The Star of Utkal [Cuttack] of the 1th February states that 
the head-constable of the Kaffilabazar outpost, 


The weather in Cuttack town. 


Proceedings against some police 


„ Cuttack, has now been hauled up along with two 


chaukidars and another private person for extortion 
and other charges, and that the case has been brought in at the instance of the 
District Superintendent of Police. 2 
69. Referring to the question of the partition of Bengal, the opposition 
3 of the people against the proposal, and the attitude 
Parton Of Government with regard to that opposition, the 
same paper says:— | 

Perhaps symmetry requires a North-Eastern Province to match the North- 
Western, the two horns of the bull ready to gore the Russian bear. But it is 
impious to tread upon the sentiment of a nation for the sake of L 
Perhaps there are more important reasons, otherwise a poetic Viceroy like 
Lord Curzon would not for nothing disregard the cries of a nation. 

70. The Samvad Vahtka [Balasore] of the 9th February states that the 

ee ee weather was cloudy in the past week in Balasore, 

and that the increase of cold was painful to both 
| old men and old cattle. , 
71. The same paper states that on the 25th January, the Charitabie 
The Bhubaneswar Charitable Dispensary house at Bhubaneswar in Puri district 
ispensary burnt down. was reduced to ashes by fire. 

72. The Samvad Vahika (Balasore) of the 16th February states that 
Cholera and fever in Balasore Cholera still prevails in the Balasore town 10 b 
town. sporadic form and that fever has also increased. 

73. The Baripada correspondent of the same paper writes to say 


wee te among the Santals, Bhumijas and Kols of parganas 
une festival in Mayur- Uparbhag in M eet cree State a curious festival, 
; called Kukura Ura (i. e., the flying of a cock), 18 

observed during the seven days after Makar Sankranti ; that the festival mainly 


consists in throwing a cock up and catching it before it falls to the ground, 


that according to a tradition 


State. 


about two thousand rupees stok 
been found, and that police enquiry is preceeding. 


75. The Mayurbhanj correspondent of the Uriyw and Navasamvad ures 


Fire in Mayurbhanj. 


77. The same paper is surprised to learn that a teacher of the Balasore  Navaeauvan. 
_ Zilla School has inhumanly caned an infant student 

S e. r OF the Balasore Zilla with a view to satisfy a private grudge, and draws 

the attention of the authorities to the mutter. 1 
78. The same paper heartily endorses every word of its contemporary  y,.sauvab. 1 
of the Prajabandhu, which states that Mr. Egerton, . 
Magistrate of Balasore, after inspecting the Govern- 1 
ment offices at Jallesore, went to th 

villages and personally heard the grievances of the people, that he is trying to 
the banks of the Subarnarekha river in order to 
high inundations, which occur every year, that he 
of the * if they had been harassed by any of the 


construct embankments along 
protect the people from 


she enquired 


In praise of the Magistrate of 
re. 


account of the cloudy weather most people of that 
State refrain from bathing, that the cold is grow- 
ing more severe, and that fever and cold prevail there. ee 

76. The same correspondent says that the house of the head-master of  wavasanvan. 
the Sanskrit 0“ in Mayurbhanj has been destroyed 
by fire. 


overnment officers, and that 


79. 


Indian Army reform. 


The rainfall ir Talcher. 


ment. 


Babu Parsuram Patra, a pleader 


of Berhampore. 


the: present site of 
surrounded by dam 


sei 


the Manager should 
to that of the vi 


respective villages. in a clean state by way of saving the village population as 
well as their eattle from the grasp of dead 4 
able uncleanliness of those villages. 


84. The Paridarsak [Sylh 
to establish a charitable 
spensary in the Sylhet district. Pra 


pargana, a large part of which. is Government 


Wanted a charitable di 


in the Sylhet district. 


in that 


prevalent a ee. 2 he * catches that 
cock becomes successful in everything throughout the year, Everyone tries to 
do so, and that this gives rise te great confusion and tumult, in which affrays ae 
take place and even wounds are inflicted. | 1 

4. The same correspondent says that a theft was committed in the var Vanes. 1 
e of Ananda Sahu, a rich man of village 1 
A theft in the Mayurbbanj jin pargana Uparbhag in Mayurbhanj State, on the 
night of the 28th January, that property worth 
‘was stolen, that no clue to the property has yet 


e is doing his best to help the cholera-stricken 
eople of the Kamarda pargana, sometimes paying necessary expenses from 
is own pocket, and observes that it was Mr. Egerton’s precautionary measures 

which W stamped out cholera from the Balasore town. 

ferring to the proposal of Government for increasing the military Wu rn 
expenditure of India, the same paper observes that, 
ng that Russia has of late been so much 

humbled by Japan and that there is, therefore, very little chance of danger 4 

for India from Russia for some time to come, it fails to understand: the reason: He 

why India should now be saddled with such a heavy burden of expenditure; _ 13 

80. The Garjatbasini [ Talcher] of the 18th February states that slight iu. Hes 

rain fell in Talcher on the 12th instant. oo 


81. The same paper is glad to learn that Government is going to take G. ain. 1 
A moral move of the Govern- Steps to prevent young girls from resorting to eee 

sinful: courses. \ @ 

82. The same paper heartily thanks Babu Parsuram Patra, pleader of “sam. 1 

Berhampore in Ganjam, for the liberality with 1 

which he is defraying the education charges of | 11 

three students, one reading in a Madras college Ta 

and the two others in the Berhampore College. 

83. A eorrespondent of the same paper writes to say that the proposal Gau. 

5 recently made by the present Manager of Dlien- 

eet Municipality at Dhen- kanal for the creation of a M unicipality at the 14 

Dhenkanal garn is a very reasonable one, because Wo 

that ere is in a very insanitary condition, as it is almost “aS 

p e Ae land. The writer again prays that 

look not only to the health of the Dhenkanal gar; but also 


Assam PAPERS, 
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Sirsa Feb. 16th, 1905. 
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Unrra AND g 


Uriya AND 


e adjvining 


NaVASAMVAD. 


te, and order the sarbarakars to keep their 


y diseases arising from the abomin- 


requests the authorities Panarsss, 


ispensary at Patharkandi Feb. 8th, 1905. 
— is an extensive 
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ed forest. Large numbers of people go to work in this forest. Thi 
ee y fall ill, po. th to hard work and the unhealthy climate of the r 
hills. Government has made a settlement of raiyats over 6,658 bighas of land 
in the south of the pargana. There are a bazar, a police outpost, a forest 
office, a school, a sub- registry office, etc., at Patharkandi. The establishment 
of a Charitable disp. 1 at = place would benefit not only the Pratabgarh 

na, but also the Jafargarh pargana. | 
ei the Paridarsak Baa of the 21st 1 complains that 

is 


i icial . Ainslie begins holding Court at the 
die 2288 F irregularly late hour of 1 or 2 P. x. 


86, The same paper writes :— 
A recent issue of the Assam Gazette fixes the 
The burial ground for Musalmans Manikpur tilla as the place of burial for all the 
ws con ie Musalman dead of Sylhet town. This is all right 
so far as it goes, but the authorities seem to have forgotten that besides the 
Musalmans, Jugis and Batragis also bury their dead. And some proper burial 
ground should have been indicated for these classes of the community also. 
87. The same paper publishes the following in English from the pen of 
aaa correspondent:— 
. Deputy Commissioner The formation of eliques in this office, due to 
W eatin the monopolising of the loaves and fishes of the 
office by the members and relations of a few families, has been producing the 
worst consequences here. As matters stand now in this office, an officer who is 
a Bengali or an Assamese belonging to some other district of the province 
has little or no chance of promotion, however deserving he may be of it. One 
inevitable result of this exclusive policy has been a sad want of men in the 
office whose educational qualification is sufficient even for the purpose of 
enabling them to perform the routine work of their offices properly. It is 
rather curious to note that among the ministerial staff of such a big office there 
are only three or four clerks who have matriculated, What has recently taken 
place in this office about an officiating arrangement during the absence 
on leave of the permanent Revenue Sheristadar is well illustrative of the 
admirable way in which the Bengali-excluding policy is pursued in this office. 
The claims of the second clerk, who was a Sylhet graduate and who earned 
the reputation of efficiency ina much higher office before his unfortunate 
transfer to this office, to the officiating Sheristadarship, were unscrupulously over- 
looked in favour of aclerk whose fitness for this promotion, if there were 
any, first became known on this occasion. To prevent the superseded gentle- 
man from making a timely representation of his case to the Depaty Commis- 
sioner, which in all — would have turned the scales in his favour, he 
was kept quite in the dark as to the fact of the Sheristadar's going on leave until 
all the officiating arrangements in consequence had been made. He made 
enquiries about the cause of these srrangements, but that could elicit only a 
bare-faced lie from the officer who was in possession of the secret. Now that this 
gentleman, immediately after his disappointment here, has been able to secure a 
far better job in a far higher office, where he will find true appreciation of his 
own merit, neither he nor we feel so bitterly the injustice done to him through 
the mischievous agency of office cliques in this office. The removal of this 
officer from the office bas, however, presented an opportunity which, if proper] 
availed of by the authorities, will surely improve the present ministerial stall 
of the office, and in course of time will completely remove the scandalous 
state of things which prevails now. If the vacancy is advertised before 
being filled up permanently, as should be done in accordance with a standing 
circular of the Assam Government, we dare say among the applicants there 
may be graduates. In making appointments to the post of second clerk in @ 
district office there should be always attached a greater importance to 
educational qualifications and moral character of a candidate than to his 
seniority in service. It is the second clerks who in course of time succeed to 
the responsible posts of Head Clerk and Revenue Sheristadar, who by virtue of 


nae position exert a considerable influence on the proceedings of District 
cers. | ! 
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I.—Foreren Pouttics. 


266. The Indian Mirror writes that Mr. Brodrick deserves great praise for 
Tie Cheeta 2 setting his face against the ambitious schemes of 
ee ee the Indian Government in regard to Tibet, but it 
protests against the injustice of saddling India with the entire cost of the expedi- 
tion, which was admittedly an Imperial concern. The country has no objection 
to paying for any scheme of Army reform which may be desirable in the 
interests of the Empire, but to impose pi the people the burden incurred in 
pursuance of the foreign policy of the Home Government is an arrangement 
divest of all morality, iad Indian public bodies should strive to press this upon 
the attention of the British Government. 
267, Speaking of the Tibetan affair, which it characterises as one of the 
W greatest blunders ever committed in the nume of 
e nde tan made, Imperialism, the Indian Mirror considers that Sir 
F. Younghusband has been treated somewhat like a scape-goat. He is, 
undoubtedly guilty of disobedience of orders but it is equally certain that 
his disobedience was prompted by the authorities in India. The failure of 
the Mission must be placed at the door of Lord Curzon alone, for it was he 
who formed, matured and guided the project, Anyhow, the useless treaty 
which is the sole outcome of this expedition, has cost the Indian tax-payers 
over a orore of rapees, and such an expensive document should not be allowed to 
decay in official pigeon-holes, but be preserved in a museum as a rare specimen 
of Western diplomacy. | 5 
268. The Bengalee writes that a party of Moslems anxious to restore 
Islamism to its original power in Egypt have 
undertaken a movement of social and religious 
reform. They point out that the decay of their religion is clearly traceable 
to the practice of owning Christian slaves, who corrupt, the morals of their 
masters and thereby sow the seeds of inevitable decay; and hold that, if the 
Muhammadan community is tobe regenerated, the tenets of the Koran must 
be strictly observed. The journal writes that this movement will be nowhere 
watched with greater interest than in India, where the followers of Islam are 
no less agitated by a sincere desire to reform and advance, 


The Islamic revival in Egypt. 


iI.—Home ADMINISTRATION, 


(a)—P olace * 
269. The Indian Empire draws attention to the severe strictures 83 on 
the conduct of the Barh Police by the Subdivisional 


i Officer in a case in which two constables were 
charged with the forcible seizure of Rs. 8 from the oomplainant. The first 
accused, Ram Ghulam Singh, was sentenced to one year's rigorous imprison- 
ment, and the second accused, Harnandan Pattak, to three months’ simple 
imprisonment, while the conduct of the junior Sub- Inspector in refusing to record 
the first information when a cognisable offence was brought to his notice is, in 
the opinion of the trying Magistrate, deserving of severe departmental notice. 
The journal considers that this case discloses a scandalous state of affairs and 
deserves the immediate attention of the authorities. 

270. Next to plague and famine, writes the Indian Empire, the executive 
| police are the greatest enemy of the people, and 
one en this is borne out by the numerous cases of police 


zulum that are occurring almost daily. The latest case hails from Salkea, 
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in the district of Howrah, where two respectable Indian gentlemen were 
harassed by the police at the instigation of an unfriendly neighbour and p 

on their trial before the Joint-Magistrate of Howrah under sections 286 and 33 6, 
Indian Penal Code. The trying Magistrate not only acquitted them, but passed 
the severest strictures on the conduct of the police. The journal hopes that the 
Inspector-General of Police will take adequate notice of the conduct of his 
unscrupulous subordinates who, perhaps, for the sake of a few rupees did not 
hesitate to play into the hands of the complainant and disgrace two respectable 


men by dragging them through the public streets Eke heinous criminals, ‘— 


Conduet like this not only discredits the whole service, but makes the Govern- 
ment unpopular with the people, especially when the offenders get off cheaply. 
271. The Bengalee hopes that the Commissioner of Police will adequately 
reward a youth named Kristo Chunder Shaw for 
— bis plucky action in rescuing an infant who had 
been thrown into the river at midnight by her mother, who afterwards drowned 
herself, The journal also draws the attention of the Royal Humane Society 
to this incident. | | 
272. The Amrita Basar Fatrika refers to a case in which a Sealkote 
Subordinate Magistrate was humiliated by having 
to submit an explanation to a Police Inspector for 
arresting a constable for contempt of Court. The 
latter had a warrant for the arrest of one Muhammad Din, who fearing insult 
and humiliation at the hands of the police, appeared in Court on the date of 
hearing of his case with his pleader, Mr. McVonald. The constable here tried 
to arrest and handcuff the accused, who struggled and escaped into the 
Magistrate’s Court, pursued by the policeman, who still persisted in attempting 
to handcuff him. e Magistrate strongly disapproved of this action and ha 
the Constable arrested and locked up for contempt of Court, but pressure 
brought to bear on him through the District Magistrate. with whom the District 
Superintendent lived, led to his being compelled to furnish an explanation to the 


investigating police officer. The accused and his pleader were prosecuted 
criminally, but the case failed to stand. 


A Sealkote Subordinate Magis- 
trate and the police. 


(6)\— Working of the Courts. 


273. The Amrita Bazar Patrika reproduces from Truth a gees of a wite- 


Severity o Angle. Indian beating case, in which the accuse who stood 
juke” “Bromne’*® Charged for the third time with ill-treating his wife 
received no punishment whatever, the Bench merely 
adjourning the case for three months to see how he went on,” and compares it 
with the Krishnagar case, in which the accused, a young man, got three years 
for a similar though far less serious offence, although he was not a confirmed 
offender. This case, in the opinion of the journal, proves conclusively that 
Anglo-Indian Judges pass unduly severe sentences, and thus not only brutalise 
themselves, but cause needless pain to their fellow-beings. Their conduct is all 
the more unjustifiable as Indians, unlike Europeans, are gentle aud therefore 
deserve lenient punishment. 
274. The Amrita Bazar Patrika advises the members of the Krishnagar 


Mr. MoBlai ee Bar to submit a representation to the Lieutenant- 
1 all 9 dend Government and the Chief Justice protestin 
against Mr. McBlaine’s discourteous treatment, an 


deplores their want of courage and self-respect in not having done so long 
ago. 


(d) Education, 


27 5. University addresses in India, writes the Indian Nation, have for some 
8 time past been on the decline, and nobody was 
Tue Ohanoell a P | e decline 
Soe ee better fitted than Lord Curzon to raise their tone, and 
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to say something really instructive and ennobling; but he has failed deplorably. 
His ¢ — — contain nothing of the philosophy of life, nothing 
that would beguile the mind sick and weary of the petty contentions of exist- 
ence, but, on the contrary, intensify the load of daily vexations by angry 
criticisms, sarcastic allusions, and all the machinery of sneer:and ridicule. — 
The journal, however, considers that Lord Curzon’s last address, would. 
have been a very useful one had His Excellency not displayed a spirit of 
vindictiveness and rancour. 1 8 Bb 
276. In His Excellency’s address on truthfulness, which is characterised as 
ic vile, vicious, and unworthy of an educated man, 
‘The Chancellor's Convocation New India considers that Lord Curzon has passed a 
1 most superficial and summary judgment on a sub- 


ject that baffles the acutest sociologists and moral philosophers, doing, thereby, 


a great injustice both to his position as head of a large University and also 


to the nation whose ruler he is. 


977, ast considers that the adverse criticisms that are being passed on 

Lord Curzon in consequence of his recent Convoca- 

Ibid. tion address are wholly undeserved, inasmuch as 

His Excellency’s object was not to “‘libel” a nation 

but merely to warn the young men he saw before him against the characteristic 

defects of their countrymen. It is quite true that His Excellency acted ill- 

advisedly in broaching this subject on so unsuitable an occasion, but nevertheless 

he meant well, and the unfairness with which his wholesome advice has been 

treated, is due to the vindictiveness of his critics who have probably been 
cut to the quick by the truth of his remarks. 


278. The Indian Nation protests against Lord Curzon’s observation that 
India has no public opinion that is really repre- 

Eid. sentative of all classes, as this erroneous belief 
entertained by the ruler of the country is likely to 

furnish the Government with a good excuse for rejecting the demands of the 
eople. For instance, when the people want a larger representation on the 
uncils, more extensive employment in the public services, self-government, 


trial by jury, better education, separation of the judicial and executive functions, 


etc., etc., is any distinction to be drawn between the so-called interests of 
Hindus and Muhammadans, the industrialists, mechanics, and agriculturists ? 
Has England no public opinion, because differences are manifest between 
the various classes, sections and parties, in Parliament, in the press and 
on the platform? In India, however, Indians, as Lord Curzon admits, are a 
party by themselves and in matters political their unity is strengthened by the 
fact that all Englishmen, official and non- official, combine against them. 


279. Lord Curzon, writes the Indian Mirror, has committed a grave 

indiscretion in casting unjust aspersions on the 

Ibid. character of the Indians, and the proposal to hold 

| monster ee rege meetings of protest will be 

given effect to throughout India, particularly since Trichinopoly has already 
taken the lead. The people resent not only the Convocation speech but the 

think no better of the general tenour and tendency of the policy of His Excel- 

lency’s Government, which has always made for reaction and repression. 

Lord Kitchener’s speech at the prize distribution ceremony of the Calcutta 
Madrassa College affords refreshing contrast and vindicates the national 
character. He spoke with the straightforward simplicity and frankness of a 
soldier and showed himself a sym athetio friend of Oriental races, with whom 
he has had dealings in Egypt and India. 


280. While the Bengales appreciates the sincerity with which Dr. 


oe „  Makichan, Vice-Chancellor of the Bomba 
. University, assured his hearers at the last G 
a tion that the new University Act would promote 
the cause ok higher education, it cannot speak much for the soundness of the 
Doctor's judgment in view of the fact that a host of eminent educational 
experts anticipate the most dire results from this piece of legislation. Time, 
however, will show who is right aud who is wrong. 
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281. Truth (Howrah) writes that before Lord Curzon’s critics unreservedly 
| | condemn His Excellency’s educational policy, : they 
The educational policy of Lord ghould not only examine the defective system of. 

nares education imparted in. Indian schools and colleges 
and which, moreover, has urgently called for the reforms that have been intro. 
duced, but look around them to see the vast improvements that have been 
effected. The nobility of India are being suitably educated and industrial 
and commercial schools are springing up. Further, Government have not 
been slow to espouse the cause of primary education and have come forward 
with an additional grant, while the Local Self-Government Act is being so 
amended as to educate the rural population. Do all these facts go to show 
that Lord Curzon is anxious to stifle the cause of education ? | 

282. The Indian Mirror considers that the rules framed by Mr. Pedler for 

ae the admission of boys into Indian public schools 
. ee of boys are objectionable and unduly obstructive. Why is 
ee fi the signature of a-respe:table gentleman besides 
that of the father or guardian of a boy necessary before he will be received 


into a school, and why is the father or guardian of a pupil required to state 


his income? Supposing he is a poor man, would he like to air the fact ? 

283. The Indian Mirror welcomes the proposal for the establishment of 
rural primary schools throughout Bengal, but is. 
afraid that the very elementary standard of educa- 
tion that it is intended to impart in these institutions will not be of much use 
to the agriculturists in after-life. The journal is alarmed at the proposal of 
the Government to split up the Bengali language into four dialects, and 
contends that if the sons of agriculturists are to receive an education that 


Rural primary schools. 


would help them in their dealings with their landlords, etc., they should be 
conversant with the language that is spoken throughout the province, other- 


wise their condition will in no way be improved. 


(e)— Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


284. The Bengalee regrets that Mr. Payne, the Deputy Chairman, bas 
recently inflicted heavy fines on certain clerks for 
apparently petty offences, and reminds this official 
that this is not the right way to go about reforming 
the Corporation, He must begin at the very top, for it is there that the corrup- 
tion is worst. 2 7 

285. That Jessore is one the most unhealthy districts of Bengal, writes 
the Bengalee, will be proved by the last Census 
Report, which shows a decrease of 75,000 souls. 
Nevertheless, nothing has been done all this time to improve the sanitary 
condition of the district, and itis only now that projects are being launched 
by the local authorities to save the people. Would such a state of affairs have 
been tolerated in any other country except India ? 


The Deputy Chairman of the 
Calcutta Corporation. 


Insanitary Jexsore. 


(g)—Ratlways and Communications, including Canale and Irrigation. 


286. The Bengalee writes that the introduction of week-end concession 
tickets on the Eastern Bengal State Railway has 
proved an unqualified success, and advocates 8 
— 28 being adopted by the East Indian Indian Railway authorities 
without delay. | : 

The Ae suggests that an additional window should be opened 
on Saturdays only for.the sale of third-class tickets on the Southern Section 
of the Eastern Bengal State Railway, as the rush of passengers is excessive. 
Owing to the Saturday afternoon and Monday morning trains being fearfully 
overcrowded, the Bengales asks the railway authorities to run special trains on 


Week-end concession tickets. 


both these days for the holders of concession tickets. 


(h)—General. . 


287. The Amrita . oe writes that according to the sta 5 
a rnis by the Government of Bengal, the 
* number of deaths from malaria fever pi , 


( 7 ) 


last 4 years is times that of plague for the same period yet the Govern- 
ment Kas done — nothing to check its ravages, for they have no 
return to show the expenditure on account of malaria, while large sums have 


been spent to eradicate plague. 


288. The Behar News upbraids the Government on account of the apache 
7 tic attitude it has taken up in regard to plague, 
e g 5 aan and insists that something should be done to miti- 
gate if not to eradicate the evil. Extensive sanitary ar ents should be 
undertaken in order to make our cities, towns, and villages less hospitable to 
lague germs, and disinfecting 2 should be systematically carried out 
in all infected areas, especially during the period between April and September, 
when there is a lull in this disease, Steps should be taken to popularise 
inoculation, which unfortunately wns carried out in the early stages of the 
epidemic with military rigour and harshness, and the evacuation of infected 
areas should be made comparatively easy for the poorer classes. If these 
preventive measures are seriously undertaken, the journal has no doubt that 
they will be productive of good results. : | 


289. The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes that Mr. Carey must have a screw 
loose somewhere, otherwise he would not be continu- 


Mr. Carey's latest feat. 


latter stared at him and his servant for some time, listening to their conver- 
sation, If one man is justified in striking another merely because he is 
‘stared at, then there is no reason why one-half of the world should not be 
in continuous conflict with the other half. It is, however, to be hoped that the 
criminal case which has been instituted against Mr. Carey will not be burked. 


As for the complainant, the journal has absolutely no sympathy for him. 


What did he gain by running away, and why did he not face his opponent 
boldly ? Here is another instance of how Indians are losing their manliness. — 


290. The Bengaice writes that Mr. Carey committed an assault upon 
1 Babu Jatendra Mohan Nandy, who belongs to a 


merely because the latter stared at him. Now Emperors and Kings, Viceroys 
and Lieutenant-Governors are stared at when ever they appear in public, but 
that is no reason why the onlookers should be assaulted. This is not the first 
time that Mr. Carey has assaulted people without provocation. A few months 
ago he beat the son of a prominent zamindar, but somehow the matter did not 
go into Court. In this case, however, Mr. Carey thinks that no offence has 
been committed and the sooner he is disabused of this impression the better for 
him and the public service, of which he appears to be entirely unworthy. 


291. As the assault case in which Mr. Carey is figuring is likely to be 
—— transferred from the file of the Joint - Magistrate 
8 of Hooghly, the Amrita Bazar Patrika trusts that 
it will either be tried by the High Court or by the Magistrate of the Burdwan 
district, which is only one and-a-half hour’s journey from 1 
The journal cites another case to show how arbitrarily Mr. Carey rules 
the district. While going round the Hooghly Jail, he happened to see an 
Afghan youth named ee Khan, who was charged before the Subdivisional 
Officer of Serampore with theft, and who had lately been brought down 
from Peshawar, to which place he had absconded. The sight of this Afghan 
youth entirely melted the heart of Mr. Carey, who is thoroughly pro-Afghan, 
and he sent for the Court Sub-Inspector and told him to fetch the record of 
the case from Serampore without delay. Mr. Carey himself tried the case 
ou the 24th instant in a most 
sentenced him to. be imprisoned till to-morrow morning.” The strange part 
of the whole affair is that Mr. Carey held that Nassir, with whom Azoom 
Khan came to al, was his guardian, and accordin ly directed him to pay 
the sum of Rs. 18 which would cover the accused’s railway fare back to his 
home! So it was Azoom Khan who committed the offence and it was Nassir 


who was punished! —_—- 


ally in evidence. The latest performance of which 
he is guilty is assaulting an Indian gentleman with a stick, merely because the 


well-known and respectable family of Hooghly, 


fashion, and finding the accused guilty, - 
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292. The Amrita Fund- Patrita had hoped that the Lieutenant-Govemor 
3 _ | ‘would have accepted its suggestion and done a; 
Deplorable condition ‘of Deputy with the system of character. reports, but the 
— journal observes from the numerous supersessi 
in the last quarterly promotion list of the Provincial Civil Servioe, 
that this pernicious practice is still in existence. Instances are by no means 
rare where many a bright career has been ruined by the Yenomous and 
unscrupulous reports of hasty, N and self-sufficient District Magistrates, 
so that a character report should be the last document on which the promotion 
or adation of an officer should depend. If this system of * 
which has indirectly deprived subordinate Magistrates of their judie 
pendence, by making them subservient to their superiors, is still to exist, then 
the journal urges that in the interests both of justice and good government 
condemned officers should be given a hearing before they are punished, 
293. The Bengalee writes that the peremptory circular issued broadcast 
3 „ by Mr. Radice, while Magistrate of Nadia, to the 
Collection or extortion?” = people of the district, calling upon them to bontribute 
Rs. 20,000 towards the cost of remodelling the Krishnagar College hostel 
cannot fail to make all those who receive the circular subscribe, irrespective 


of their means or inclination, coming as it does from the head of the district, 


and asks whether Mr. Radice’s procedure does not savour of extortion pure 
and simple. : | 
294. A correspondent writing to the Indian Mirror asks the leaders of 
the masses to seriously consider the advisability 
Sere for Lord Curzon® of submitting a representation to the King, pray- 
Tee ing for the recall of Lord Curzon, who by his 


* 


uncalled- for and Sende e utterances, no less than by his retrograde and 


repressive legislation, has forfeited the confidence of the people of this country. 
295. The Hindoo a ise ae a * = the Sh a agen in 
ane ostering the growth and development opera- 
6— 8 Credit Societies in India, dal bbs "this 
State aid should be limited so as not to prevent the free growth of the 
co-operative spirit. The assistance must be confined to stimulation of 
private enterprise, to initial envouragement. and the removal of initial 
obstacles. Loans repayable within a certain time should be granted, or want 
of sufficient capital will prevent the formation of societies, The stabilit 
of the Central Bank will lead to its being trusted by the people, who wil 
then deposit their money with other than mere philanthropic motives. ? 
Care should also be taken to allow societies to develop along their own 
lines without any fear of a Magistrate’s inspection, and the correction of 
mistakes should be done by way of advice instead of orders passed by the 
District Officer. ) soos 
The raiyat should receive help for all legitimate expenditure to prevent 
his falling into the clutches of professional money-lenders. Loans which 
members, cannot afford to pay should be refused, and if a member borrows 
both from the society as well as a money-lender, the societies’ loan should be 
recalled and the member expelled. ot Be ain 


VI.—MiscELLANEOUS. 


296. The Amrita Basar Patrika is disappointed that the people of 
Mymensingh have not 85 shown any signs of 


Th . : j „ : ) 
oe . aitieky regard to the Provincial Conference. and 


exhorts them to display the same amount of patriotism and public spirit they 
did in the agitation against the dismemberment of Bengal. The journal furt 

insists that these Conference meetings should not be conducted in the lifeless 
manner that they usually are, and hopes that the promoters. will not lose sight 


of the pene object, which is to educate the masses of the district. 


29 he Indian Mirror writes that the salvation of India must be 
Midbign teavel. sought not in the limited sphere of ‘State employ- 


ment, but in the great world of arts, industry, 


‘commerce, With this object in view, the journal exhorts its countrymen to 


follow the brilliant example of the Japanese and to travel largely in foreign 
countries with a view to acquiring technical and scientific knowledge’ 
they could utilise for the development of the indigenous arts and industries. 


( 89 ) ee 
298, How ignorant the authorities are of the real state of the coun 


will appear writes the Amrita Basar Pairtka, from | 


The sugar industry. =the way in which the sugar industry has b 
allowed to practically die out. t-sugar was . into the Indian 


markets and completely ousted indigenous industry owing to its cheapn 


ie 
If the Government of India were in a position to realise the danger when beet- 


sugar began to gain ground, the date-sugar industry might have been saved, but 


they were perfectly ignorant of what was going on, and when they did come 


to the rescue by imposing a countervailing duty on imported sugar, it was too 
late. There 4 e a great demand again for the indigenous product and 
it is to be hoped that the State will give all the aid possible for the revival of 
the native sugar industry. 8 me . | 
299. Referring to the ere e * hog 5 and haber wy 3 ere 82 
i this country, the Bengalee wri hat the prohibi- 
of wi, — ee he” exchange of ceremonial presents is a 
et recognition of the strain a Royal progress 


cannot fail to put upon the financial resources of the Princes and people of 
India, But are there no other presents save “‘ ceremonial’ ones? If there are, 
does the prohibition also extend to them? 

300. The Amrita Bazar Patrika thought that only military men and 

ä executive officials were in the habit of extorting 
„eee EOE salaams from Indians, but apparently the craze has 
extended to all Europeans. Dr. Bancroft, of Sylhet, while driving out the other 
day, met a postal peon who, in his hurry to return to the post-office, forgot to salute 
him, This so irritated the Doctor that he alighted from his trap and chased 
the poor man with his whip. Another such case hails from Akola. Mr, C. H. 
Candy, the Inspector of Schools, met two lads, aged about ten years, on their 
way to school, and they unfortunately omitted to salute him. is so incensed 
Mr. Candy that he ordered his peon to seize the boys, who were taken to the 
Head Master for a flogging! 

301. The Bengalee reiterates that the Indian garrison is maintained not 
for the needs of India alone, but for important 
strategic reasons affecting the Empire as a whole, 
and it is therefore most unfair that the entire cost of its maintenance should 
be charged to Indian revenues, India for her own defence does not need a 
very large army, and if any additions to her armed garrison are in contempla- 
tion, it is merely that she should turn out in future a larger number of trained 
troops to defend the ever-growing possessions of the British Empire. 

302. Commenting on the Times’ recent article regarding the selection 

n ta lice a of the fittest, the Hindoo Patriot considers that 
the fitttk. instead of merely singing his praises, a writer on 
public affairs should make it his duty to point out 
the defects and drawbacks of Lord Curzon’s administration and the reforms 
required to poner public welfare. It disagrees with the conclusion that His 
Excellency has won approval and confidence by his fairness and good judg- 
ment in selecting officers for high appointments or apportioning rewards for 
distinguished service in India. Instances of this are shown in the cases of Sir 
Henry Cotton and Mr. Donald Smeaton, whose just claims to Lieutenant- 
Governorships were overlooked, and Mr. R. C. Dutt, who was not confirmed in 
the office of Divisional Commissioner, which he held efficiently for some time. 
Further, by the abolition of the competitive test, merit has been held ata 
discount and undue preference has been given to supposed racial superiority, 

In contradiction to the opinion of the writer, the Patriot considers that 

the value of the existing system of administering Madras and Bombay is greatly 


Army expenditure. 
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appreciated by educated Indians, who are in favour of introducing it in the 


provinces now administered by Lieutenant-Governors. 
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